Barnoldswick C of E Primary School

What’s going on in Penguin and Robin Classes?
Autumn term - September to October 2025

Personal, Social and Emotional Development -

The children will be settling in to the classroom and school environment. We will be getting to know
each other and building new friendships. We will be reading stories such as The Rainbow Fish,
Tango Makes Three and I’'m Special I’'m Me. We will be creating class rules together and learning to
discuss our feelings. The children will be learning to listen when others are speaking and getting to
know the routines we have in school.

Here’s a link to The Rainbow Fish story online:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFORvXhub28&safe=active

Communication and Language -

This half term we will be listening to lots of stories and finding out about some exciting books such
as Owl Babies and Elmer. We will encourage lots of discussion as we engage in story times and
develop our range of vocabulary. We will be exploring new language through our ‘Home’ role play
corner too and encouraging children to start conversations and express their points of view.

Here’s a link to the Elmer website where there are links to fun activities:
https:/Iwww.elmer.co.uk/

Physical Development -

During this half term we will be exploring the different ways our bodies move. We will be thinking
about how we can move slowly and quickly to music, whilst developing our spatial awareness so
that we don’t bump in to each other! The children will also access various pieces of climbing and
balancing equipment during PE and outdoor activities. We will be working on our fine motor skills
too, with a focus on developing or strengthening our control of basic tools such as scissors and
pencils for writing. We will be having fun in our ‘disco dough gym’ to help develop strength in our
fingers and hands.

Mathematics -

We will be working on counting and recognising amounts to 5. We will be looking at these amounts in
greater depth and understanding how each amount is made and what it looks like. We will be singing
lots of number songs and rhymes and having fun counting. We will be matching numbers to groups
of objects and practising careful counting skills. We will be exploring lots of games and practical
activities to help improve our mathematical understanding and vocabulary.

Here are some links that might be useful:
https:/Iwww.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https:/Inrich.maths.org/13371

Literacy -

Whilst we are reading class stories, we will be talking about what we have read and learning new
vocabulary. We will encourage the children to engage in extended conversations about the stories
though questioning and discussions. We will be practising writing our names and forming some of
the letters correctly. We will be completing a daily phonics lesson where your child will learn about
the sounds letters make. This will help them with both their reading and writing. We will also be
introducing the children to our reading scheme and reading books will be sent home.

Here's a couple of links that might be helpful at home:
https://lwww.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
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Understanding the World -

Our topic this half term is ‘My Family and Me.” We will talk about our family, friends, homes and the
local environment. We will learn about how we have grown and changed from when we were babies
and about similarities and differences between us. The children will access a number of simple
programmes on the interactive whiteboards and iPads linked to our learning. We will also look at
changes in the natural world as we change seasons from Summer to Autumn. We will look at the
changes around the school grounds and what we notice.

Expressive Arts and Design -

This half term we will be using lots of different techniques such as collage, painting and chalk to
create art work linked to our topic ‘My Family and Me’. We will be creating wonderful pieces of
artwork to put on our classroom walls. The children will be exploring how to use their voice and
bodies to make sounds, experimenting with tempo and dynamic when playing instruments and
identifying sounds in the environment.

Religious Education -

The question for this half term is ‘How and why do we celebrate?’ The children will be learning about
special times and how different religions celebrate. We will be learning all about the Christian
festival ‘harvest’.

This link shows a video about Harvest time:
https:/Iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=RNZ7dkNEshY

Things to Remember:

Helping your child at home: We will send information home each week on Class Dojo to
let you know the things we are covering in school for maths, phonics and our topic work.
This will enable you to discuss their school work and support their learning at home.

Home reading: Reading books with a home reading diary will be sent home soon. We
encourage parents to listen to their child read every day when possible. The books, if
completed and signed, will be changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please leave
a comment in their diary so we know that your child has been listened to. We love to see
how they are doing at home!

PE kit: Our PE lessons take place on Thursdays. Please ensure children have their P.E kit
in school on this day. We will send home PE kits to be washed and checked for size at the
end of every half term. Please ensure all items of kit are named.

Water bottles: Please send in a water bottle with water, no juice, that the children can
have access to throughout the day.

Uniform: Please check your child’s clothes have their names in them. Jumpers without
names are easily lost and we understand that these things cost a lot of money. If you ever
end up with someone else’s item of clothing please return it to school.
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