Barnoldswick C of E Primary School

What’s on in Penguin and Robin Classes?
Autumn term — November to December 2025

Personal, Social and Emotional Development -

This half term we will be thinking about how we can work together to be good friends which will be
our focus during Anti-Bullying Week (week commencing 10.11.25). We will also be spending time
considering the different ways we can deal with situations that make us feel angry and sad. The
children will be encouraged to think about ways to solve difficult problems that they may face with
their friends. We will begin spending time with our ‘Mental Health Champions’ who will be working
with our children to help talk about their feelings through the use of stories in class.

Communication and Language -

We will be listening to lots of new stories and finding out about some exciting books linked to our
topic, ‘Sparkle and Shine’, this half term. We will of course be including lots of Christmas themed
books too. We will use props and puppets linked to these stories to create lots of discussion and
encourage the children to act out stories in front of the class. We will be exploring new language and
developing our use of vocabulary, our role play area, construction and small world area.

Physical Development -

During this half term we will continue to explore the different ways our bodies move using the book
‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers as our stimulus. We will be thinking about how we can move
slowly and quickly to music, whilst developing our spatial awareness so that we don’t bump in to
each other! The children will also begin working on their basic throwing and catching skills initially
using scarves to make them float like stars before moving on to larger equipment such as balls and
bean bags. We will be working on our fine motor skills too, with a focus on developing or
strengthening our control of basic tools such as scissors and pencils for writing. We will be having
fun in our ‘disco dough gym’ sessions to help develop strength in our arms and hands.

Mathematics -

We will be working on counting and recognising amounts to 10. We will be looking at these amounts
in greater depth and understanding how each amount is made and what it looks like. We will be
singing lots of number songs and rhymes and having fun counting. We will be matching numbers to
groups of objects and practising careful counting skills. We will be exploring lots of games and
practical activities to help improve our mathematical understanding and vocabulary.

Here are some links that might be useful:
https:/Iwww.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://nrich.maths.org/13371

Literacy -

This half term the children will continue with their phonics lessons on a daily basis with a focus on
revising and learning new sounds, reading simple captions and segmenting words for spelling. We
will develop our letter formation through regular handwriting practice which will allow them to begin
writing their own simple words and phrases. In addition, the children will continue to learn how to
write their own names. There will be lots of opportunities for the children to read and write using our
phonics knowledge linked in with our exciting topic work. At this point in the year we will also be
starting ‘Drawing Club’. This is an opportunity for the children to let their imaginations run wild as
we link drawing and writing activities to a story.

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://Iwww.ictgames.comlliteracy.html



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://nrich.maths.org/13371
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

Understanding the World -

Our topic this half term is ‘Sparkle and Shine.” We will be exploring Bonfire Night and learning the
meaning behind it. The children will also be learning about Remembrance Day and why it is
acknowledged in England. During this week we will hopefully take a walk down to the cenotaph in
small groups and think about why the soldiers are heroes. The children will also get the opportunity
to share their understanding of technology and how we use it each day to help us in different ways.
Linked in with Christmas we will spend time think about toys and how they have changed over the
years. We will talk about our favourite toys and think about the toys children played with in the past.

Bonfire Night - CBeebies - BBC
CBeebies - Poppies, Poppies (bbc.co.uk)

Expressive Arts and Design -

This half term we will be using lots of different techniques such as collage, painting, printing and
junk modelling to create art work linked to our very sparkly topic. The children will explore a range
of musical instruments and discover the different sounds they are able to make. We will be listening
to a range of different types of music and exploring the ways we can move to it. In addition, we will
be learning, rehearsing and performing our Christmas show in which there will be lots of singing
with actions!

Religious Education -

The children will continue learning about different celebrations this term. We will be exploring the
celebration of Diwali before we then learn about the celebration of Advent and Christmas. We will be
learning the nativity story and considering what made Jesus special. The children shall consider
different ways that people celebrate the birth of Jesus and think about traditions they celebrate with
their families.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/presenters-nativity-story

Things to Remember:

Helping your child at home: We will send information home each week on Class Dojo to
let you know the things we are covering in school for maths, phonics and our topic work.
This will enable you to discuss their school work and support their learning at home.

Home reading: Reading books are changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please
ensure reading books and yellow reading records are signed and are in your child’s book
bags to be changed. We ask that you hear your child read their book at least three times a
week and ask questions about the story, checking their understanding. Encourage your
child to look at the pictures in the books to see if they can predict what might happen in the
story before you read it together. This will help them to develop their fluency of
recognising words in addition to their comprehension of the story.

PE kit: Our PE lessons take place on Monday for Penguin and Robin class. Please ensure
children have their P.E kit in school on this day. We will send home PE kits to be washed
and checked for size at the end of every half term. Please ensure all items of kit are
named.

Water bottles: Please send in a water bottle with water, no juice, that the children can
have access to throughout the day.

Uniform: Please check your child’s clothes have their names in them. Jumpers without
names are easily lost and we understand that these things cost a lot of money. If you ever
end up with someone else’s item of clothing please return it to school.

Wellies: As the winter weather is approaching please can all children have a pair of
named wellies in school so they can access outdoor play.

Thank you for your continued support,
EYFS Team
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