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Personal, Social and Emotional Development - This half term we will be thinking about how we can
work together to be good friends. We will also be spending time considering the different ways we
can deal with situations that make us feel angry and sad. The children will be encouraged to think
about ways to solve difficult problems that they may face with their friends. We will continue to
develop our sense of being an individual and celebrating our achievements.

Communication and Language - We will be listening to lots of new stories such as Penguin, Little
Polar Bear, Dear Zoo and We Are Going on a Lion Hunt, which link to our ‘Hot and Cold’ theme. We
will use props and puppets linked to these stories to create lots of discussion and encourage the
children to act out stories in front of the class. We will be exploring new language through our
animal themed role play and small world areas. We will also be learning lots of facts about different
continents as we ‘travel around’ and discuss what it is like for them. You can learn about different
continents by watching the Go Jetters. Here’s the link:

BBC iPlayer - Go Jetters

Physical Development - During this half term, we will continue to explore the different ways our
bodies move. We will be thinking about how we can move slowly and quickly to music, whilst
developing our spatial awareness so that we do not bump in to each other! We will be dancing to
animal themed songs and will access various pieces of climbing and balancing equipment during
PE and outdoor activities.

Mathematics — We will be continuing to work on the recognition of numbers and practising putting
them in order, particularly focussing on numbers up to 10. We will continue to develop our subitising
skills. We will be comparing masses of two items using the terms ‘heavier and lighter’. We will be
investigating shapes so that we know that they can appear in different ways and sizes.

See Early Years Maths - Topmarks Search for fun maths games!

Literacy — This term the children will continue with their daily phonics lessons as they begin Phase
3 in which they will continue to add to the sounds they know. This will allow them to blend and
segment a wider and more complex range of words as well as recognising and spelling tricky
words. As part of this, the children will begin regular letter formation practice and be given
opportunities to put their knowledge into practice by writing simple words and captions. There will
be many chances for the children to read and write using our phonics knowledge linked in with our
exciting topic work and in our Drawing Club sessions.

See PhonicsPlay for phonics games to help practise at home.

Understanding the World - Our topic this half term is ‘Hot and Cold.” We will be exploring maps
including Google Earth and finding out about different continents. We will focus on different
animals that live in these places and some famous landmarks too. The children will also be looking
at the similarities and differences between the continents and discussing what it would be like to
be there. In addition to this, we will be learning all about changes in our ‘frozen balloons’ science
investigation and making observations of what happens to ice and other liquids as they melt.

Expressive Arts and Design — This half term we will be using lots of different techniques such as
collage, painting and junk modelling to create artwork linked to our topic ‘Hot and Cold’. We will be
making our own animals out of modelling clay looking closely at pictures for details, whilst
practising how to use various tools to make these safely. The children will explore a range of
musical instruments linked to ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ and animals linked to nursey rhymes.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0007z03/go-jetters
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=1
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Religious Education — The children will be learning about special books. We will begin with the
children bringing in something special from home for a Show and Tell lesson. The children will be
encouraged to think about why it is special and tell their friends all about it. This will then lead on
to the children learning about special books from different religions including the Bible and the
Qu’ran. As a class we will be learning about stories in the books and why they are considered to
be special.

Things to Remember:

- Helping your child at home: We will send information home each week on Class
Dojo to let you know the things we are covering in school for maths, phonics and
our topic work. This will enable you to discuss their schoolwork and support their
learning at home.

- Home reading: Reading books are changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Please ensure reading books and yellow reading records are signed and are in your
child’s book bags to be changed. We ask that you hear your child read their book at
least three times a week and ask questions about the story, checking their
understanding. Encourage your child to look at the pictures in the books to see if
they can predict what might happen in the story before you read it together. This
will help them to develop their fluency of recognising words in addition to their
comprehension of the story.

- PE kit: Our PE lessons will take place on a Thursday for both the Penguin and Robin
class. Please ensure children have their P.E kit in school on this day. We will send
home PE kits to be washed and checked for size at the end of every half term. Please
ensure all items of kit are named.

- Water bottles: Please send in a water bottle with water, no juice, that the children
can have access to throughout the day.

- Uniform: Please check your child’s clothes have their names in them. Jumpers
without names are easily lost and we understand that these things cost a lot of
money. If you ever end up with someone else’s item of clothing, please return it to
school.

- Wellies: As the winter weather is approaching please can all children have a pair
of named wellies in school so they can access outdoor play.

Thank you for your continued support,
EYFS Team




