Barnoldswick C of E Primary School

What’s going on in Penguin and Robin Classes?
Spring term — February to March 2026

Personal, Social and Emotional Development - This half term we will continue thinking about how we
can work together to be good friends. We will also be thinking about what it would be like to be a
superhero - to be caring, brave, helpful, good etc. The children will be encouraged to think about
ways in which they could do this. They will also be settling back into school and remembering how
we take turns and share with our friends whilst trying to understand how our actions might affect
others. Linked to this we will also be thinking about how we can be superheroes ourselves and
focus on healthy eating and brushing our teeth! We will learn how to brush our teeth and the
importance of looking after them.

Communication and Language - We will be listening to lots of stories such as Superworm, Supertato
and My Mum, which link to our Superhero theme. The children will also have opportunities to learn
about real life Superheroes including vets, dentists, doctors, nurses, firefighters etc. We will use
props and puppets linked to these stories to create lots of discussion and encourage the children to
act out stories in front of the class. We will be exploring new language through our role play area
and small world areas. At all times our adults aim to provide a language rich environment to develop
our children’s use of new vocabulary.

Physical Development - During this half term we continue to think about different ways of moving
including running, walking, hopping, skipping and jumping. We will be using the climbing equipment
in the hall to develop our balancing and co-ordination skills. We will be practising how to negotiate
space by playing a range of team and chasing games, and completing a superhero obstacle course
to rescue someone who needs our help! This will involve lots of balancing and movement skills.

Mathematics — We will be continuing to work on the recognition of numbers and practising putting
them in order and comparing amounts from zero to ten. Following this we will continue to practise
our early addition and subtraction skills using part part whole models, ten frames, objects and
number lines to help us work out answers and introduce number bonds. We will also develop our
understanding of doubles and halves through fun problem solving activities and revisit 2D and 3D
shapes learnt so far. We will also begin to explore time: - sequences of the school day, names of the
days of the week and other language relating to time.
https://lwww.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy

www.topmarks.co.uk Website links for fun maths games!

Literacy — This half term we will continue to work on our reading and writing skills during phonics
lessons by focusing on our understanding of our phase 3 letter sounds. The children will be listening
for sounds in words and attempting to write the sounds that they can hear as captions and
sentences. We will be focusing on writing sentences using capital letters, finger spaces and full
stops. Our guided writing will be linked with our work in ‘Drawing Club’ where the children will be
encouraged to let their imaginations run wild with ideas.

http://lwww.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - phonics games

Understanding the World - All our work in the afternoons will be based around themes linked to our
topic on ‘Superheroes’. The children will be learning about the traditions of Pancake Day, Mother’s
Day and Easter this half term. We will also be working like a scientist and exploring how to change
cream from a liquid to create a solid. The children will be describing the changes they see and
recording what happens. This time of the year also allows us to explore the change of seasons from
winter to spring. We will explore the outdoors to find signs of spring and find fun ways to develop
our understanding. We will also consider the work of inventors, doctors and explorers and learn
about why they are important. This topic is also a great opportunity for us to learn about people in
our local community who help other people and think about our aspirations for what we would like to
be when we are grownup!



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Expressive Arts and Design — This half term we will be using lots of different techniques such as
collage, painting and chalk to create art work linked to our topic on ‘Superheroes’. We will be
spending time doing lots of junk modelling and creating our own buildings and superhero
accessories. The children will be encouraged to explore materials and tools to allow them to attach
things together. We will also be creating crafts for Mother’s Day and Easter. In Music we will be
following our ‘Musical Stories’ topic. We will be learning that music and instruments can be used to
convey moods and represent characters.

Religious Education — Our main focus this half term will be on special books. For this we will
concentrate on the Bible and the Qu’ran and look at some of the stories they tell. We will look in
detail at the Easter story. The children will consider the meaning behind the story and how Easter is
celebrated. We will also be having special visitors into school to help us learn more about the
special books and how they are used.

Things to Remember:

Homework: We will share information each week on Class Dojo about the topics we are
covering during the week. This includes the maths work and phonics sounds plus our
topic focus for the particular week. If you can engage in any extra work with your child it
will support their learning in many ways. This could be spotting numbers, reading signs,
having a chat about the learning taking place in school.

Home reading: Reading books with a home reading diary will be sent home soon. We
encourage parents to listen to their child read every day when possible. The books, if
completed and signed, will be changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please leave
a comment in their diary so we know that your child has been listened to. We love to see
how they are doing at home!

PE kit: Our PE lessons take place on Thursday for both Reception classes. Please ensure
children have their P.E kit in school on this day. We will send home PE kits to be washed
and checked for size at the end of every half term.

School trip: we are in the process of putting plans in place for our school trip in May.
Please watch out for a letter containing further information.

Please check your child’s clothes have their names in them. We are finding that there are
an increasing number of uniform items without names and it makes it difficult when
changing for PE to make sure they are with the right owner.

Thank you for your continued support,
EYFS Team




