Barnoldswick C of E Primary School

What’s on in Penguin and Robin Classes?
Summer term - April to May 2026

Personal, Social and Emotional Development - This half term we will be thinking about the things that
we are good at and celebrating them. We will also be thinking of things that we would like to improve
on. The children will be encouraged to think about things that they would like to achieve and how
they are going to do it.

Communication and Language - We will continue to work on developing our communication skills
this term. The stories that we will be sharing will be linked to our ‘Amazing Outdoors’ topic and the
children will be encouraged to retell stories, sequence stories and develop their own stories through
the de-constructed role play area. We will be continuing ‘Drawing Club’ where the children have
opportunities to develop their ideas and use their imagination to create characters based on
different stories. This is a brilliant way for the children to communicate and develop their use of
vocabulary.

Physical Development - During this half term we will continue to explore the different ways our
bodies move. We will be practising jogging, walking, hopping, skipping and jumping linked to the
story The Hungry Caterpillar. We will also be playing lots of games that will get us moving in different
ways. The children will also continue to access various pieces of climbing and balancing equipment
during PE and outdoor activities. We will discuss the changes that occur in our bodies whilst
exercising and we will talk about how this keeps us healthy. We will also begin preparing for Sports
Day!

Mathematics — We will be working on number recognition and number sense for numbers from 0 to
20 by counting, comparing and ordering them. We will be counting beyond 10 and learning about
teen numbers and how they are made using lots of practical equipment to help us. We will be
learning the names of some 2D and 3D shapes as well as some of their features, which we will use to
help us to sort the shapes into groups. We will be having lots of fun building models, playing dippy
bag games and making shape pictures and patterns. We will also begin to use non-standard units of
measurements to measure length, mass and capacity practically.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracyhttp://www.topmarks.co.uk

Literacy — This half term we will continue to work on our reading and writing skills in our phonics
lessons by focusing on our understanding of letter sounds and tricky words in phase 3. The children
will be listening for sounds in words and attempting to write the sounds that they can hear. The
children will be exploring a range of information and fiction books. As part of our ‘Drawing Club’
work the children will be encouraged to write words and sentences about the characters and stories
they create.

http://lwww.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - phonics games

Understanding the World - All our work in the afternoons will be based around themes linked to our
topic on ‘Amazing Outdoors’. We will be learning about the habitats of minibeasts and thinking
carefully about which animals live there and why. The children will use different sources, including
non-fiction books and the internet, to find out more about the creatures we are discovering. We will
be carrying out an investigation in order to find the best materials to build a shelter for a spider. This
will be linked to the rhyme ‘Incy Wincy Spider’. We will also be learning about the lifecycles of
animals and plants and will explore our grounds to see any changes in the environment.
https://Iwww.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/outdoor-activities

Expressive Arts and Design — As our topic is ‘Amazing Outdoors’ we will be completing lots of art
work linked to this area and focussing on the sculptor Andy Goldsworthy. The children will have the
opportunity to examine some of his artwork and discuss what they like and dislike about it. They will
then have the opportunity to explore creating sculptures of different minibeasts using objects found
in the outdoors. In Music we will be learning about the four different groups of musical instruments
and about what makes a musical instrument. We will explore following a beat using musical
instruments and finally completing our own song to an audience.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/outdoor-activities

Religious Education — This half term children will be learning about special places and will become
familiar with the idea that some places are special and significant to different people. They will learn
that a church is a holy place for a Christian, a mosque is a holy place for a Muslim and a mandir is a
holy place for a Hindu. The children will be encouraged to reflect on places that are special to
themselves and the reasons why.

Things to Remember:

Home Reading: Reading books are changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please
ensure reading books and yellow reading records are signed and are in your child’s book
bags to be changed. We ask that you hear your child read their book at least three times a
week and ask questions about the story, checking their understanding. Encourage your
child to look at the pictures in the books to see if they can predict what might happen in the
story before you read it together. This will help them to develop their fluency of
recognising words in addition to their comprehension of the story.

Homework: We will continue to share information each week on Class Dojo about the
topics we are covering during the week. This includes the maths work and phonics sounds
plus our topic focus for the week. We will also continue to send home the flash cards for
the sounds covered in class that week, for you to discuss with your child at home.

PE kit: Our PE lessons take place on Thursday. Please ensure children have their P.E kit in
school on this day. We will send home PE kits to be washed and checked for size at the end
of every half term.

Blackpool Zoo Trip: You will receive a letter regarding our school trip, and we are very
much looking forward to visiting Blackpool Zoo with our EYFS children. The trip will be
taking place on Tuesday 19" May. Please can we ask that you keep an eye on the weather
and ensure your child comes into school with a coat, suncream, packed lunch (unless you
request one from school) and comfortable shoes. We ask that the children wear their
school uniform.

Please check your child’s clothes have their names in them. Jumpers without names are
easily lost!

Thank you for your continued support,
EYFS Team




